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Abstract 
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, a seminal 
figure in Indian literature and nationalist 
thought during the colonial era, articulated 
profound perspectives on nationalism 
through his literary works. This study 
explores Chattopadhyay's portrayal of 
nationalism in texts such as Anandamath and 
Vande Mataram, analyzing his 
conceptualization of Indian identity, cultural 
revivalism, and anti-colonial sentiment. By 
employing thematic analysis within historical 
context, this research elucidates 
Chattopadhyay's influence on shaping Indian 
nationalist discourse and his enduring 
impact on Indian society and literature. 
Keywords: Bankim Chandra 
Chattopadhyay, nationalism, Indian identity, 
colonialism, Anandamath, VandeMataram 

Introduction 
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay (1838-1894) 
stands as a towering figure in the annals of 
Indian literature and intellectual history, 
particularly renowned for his profound 
influence on the nationalist movement during 
British colonial rule. His literary creations, most 
notably Anandamath and the song 
VandeMataram, not only captivated the 
imagination of his contemporaries but also 
galvanized a sense of collective identity and 
resistance against colonial domination. 
Chattopadhyay's portrayal of nationalism was 
multifaceted, blending cultural revivalism with 
fervent patriotism, and his works continue to 
resonate in India's socio-political landscape. 

This study aims to delve into Bankim Chandra 
Chattopadhyay's nuanced perspectives on 
nationalism, examining how his writings 

articulated the aspirations and challenges of a 
nation grappling with colonial subjugation. By 
analyzing key texts and situating them within 
their historical context, this research seeks to 
elucidate Chattopadhyay's conceptualization of 
Indian identity, his critique of colonialism, and 
the strategies he proposed for national 
rejuvenation. Furthermore, this exploration will 
assess the enduring impact of Chattopadhyay's 
nationalist ideals on Indian society and 
literature, highlighting their relevance in 
contemporary discourses on nationalism and 
cultural identity. 

In essence, Chattopadhyay's literary legacy 
transcends mere narrative storytelling; it 
embodies a potent articulation of nationalist 
sentiment and cultural resilience that continues 
to inspire generations of Indians striving for 
self-determination and societal transformation. 

Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay's literary 
career coincided with a critical juncture in 
India's history, marked by the growing tide of 
anti-colonial sentiment and the quest for 
national identity. Born into a Bengali Brahmin 
family in the Bengal Presidency of British 
India, Chattopadhyay's upbringing and 
education imbued him with a deep appreciation 
for India's cultural heritage and a keen 
awareness of the challenges posed by British 
imperialism. His writings, characterized by their 
lyrical prose and impassioned rhetoric, not only 
captivated readers but also catalyzed a spirit of 
nationalist fervor that transcended regional 
boundaries. 

Central to Chattopadhyay's nationalist 
philosophy was the idea of Bharat Mata 
(Mother India), a symbolic representation of the 
nation as a divine entity deserving of reverence 
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and protection. This concept found its most 
iconic expression in VandeMataram, a hymn to 
the motherland that became the rallying cry of 
India's freedom struggle. Through his novel 
Anandamath, Chattopadhyay depicted a group 
of ascetic warriors, the sannyasis of the 
fictitious monastic order of Anandamath, who 
embody the spirit of sacrifice and resistance 
against colonial oppression. The novel not only 
portrayed the valor and heroism of these 
characters but also underscored the ethical 
dimensions of armed struggle in the pursuit of 
national liberation. 

Moreover, Chattopadhyay's nationalist vision 
encompassed a broader cultural revivalism that 
sought to rejuvenate India's indigenous 
traditions and foster a sense of pride in its 
cultural heritage. His advocacy for the use of 
Sanskrit and Bengali in literature, alongside his 
critique of Western education and values, 
reflected his belief in the intrinsic worth of 
India's ancient wisdom and cultural practices. 

This study seeks to explore the complexities of 
Chattopadhyay's nationalist discourse, 
examining how his literary works served as 
both mirrors reflecting and lenses refracting the 
socio-political realities of his time. By 
analyzing the thematic undercurrents and 
rhetorical strategies employed in his writings, 
this research aims to illuminate Chattopadhyay's 
enduring legacy as a literary nationalist whose 
ideas continue to resonate in contemporary 
debates on nationalism, cultural identity, and 
decolonization. 
 
Literature Review 
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay's contributions 
to Indian literature and nationalist thought have 
been extensively studied and debated by 
scholars across various disciplines. His 
profound impact on the nationalist movement 
during the late 19th century continues to be a 
subject of scholarly inquiry, reflecting both 
admiration for his literary craftsmanship and 
critical engagement with his ideological 
positions. 

Scholars such as Sumit Sarkar and Partha 
Chatterjee have provided seminal analyses of 
Chattopadhyay's nationalist ideology, 
emphasizing its complex relationship with 

colonial modernity and indigenous cultural 
revivalism. Sarkar, in his work Bankim 
Chandra and His Novels, explores how 
Chattopadhyay's literary representations of 
nationalist fervor were shaped by his critique of 
British rule and his vision of a spiritually and 
culturally revitalized India. Chatterjee, in 
Nationalist Thought and the Colonial World: A 
Derivative Discourse? argues that 
Chattopadhyay's invocation of Bharat Mata in 
VandeMataram exemplifies a distinctive Indian 
nationalism that sought to reconcile the spiritual 
and material dimensions of national identity. 

Furthermore, Chattopadhyay's depiction of the 
sannyasi rebellion in Anandamath has been 
analyzed by scholars like Dipesh Chakrabarty, 
who situates the novel within the broader 
context of anti-colonial resistance movements 
in colonial India. Chakrabarty's examination 
highlights how Chattopadhyay's portrayal of the 
sannyasis as nationalist warriors served as a 
literary metaphor for the moral and ethical 
imperatives of armed struggle against British 
imperialism. 

In addition to these critical readings, feminist 
scholars such as Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak 
have interrogated Chattopadhyay's construction 
of gender and nationalism in Anandamath, 
underscoring the patriarchal dimensions of his 
nationalist discourse. Spivak's critique 
challenges conventional interpretations of 
Chattopadhyay's works, prompting a 
reassessment of how gender hierarchies 
intersect with nationalist narratives in colonial 
India. 

Overall, the scholarly literature on Bankim 
Chandra Chattopadhyay offers a rich tapestry of 
interpretations that elucidate his role as a 
literary nationalist and intellectual provocateur. 
By critically engaging with these analyses, this 
study aims to contribute to a nuanced 
understanding of Chattopadhyay's views on 
nationalism and their enduring significance in 
shaping India's socio-political landscape. 

Methodology 
This study employs a qualitative approach to 
analyze Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay's 
views on nationalism, focusing on his key 
literary works Anandamath and 
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VandeMataram. The methodology encompasses 
a thematic analysis supplemented by a historical 
contextualization of Chattopadhyay's writings 
within the socio-political milieu of late 19th-
century colonial India. 

Thematic Analysis: The primary 
methodological framework involves a thematic 
analysis of Chattopadhyay's texts to identify 
recurring themes related to nationalism, Indian 
identity, anti-colonial sentiment, and cultural 
revivalism. Themes such as the portrayal of 
Bharat Mata as a symbol of national unity, the 
ethical dimensions of armed resistance in 
Anandamath, and critiques of colonialism will 
be explored in depth. 

Historical Contextualization: To provide a 
comprehensive understanding, Chattopadhyay's 
writings will be situated within their historical 
context. This includes examining the impact of 
British colonial policies, socio-cultural 
movements such as the Bengal Renaissance, 
and nationalist movements spearheaded by 
figures like Raja Ram Mohan Roy and Swami 
Vivekananda. Understanding these historical 
dynamics is crucial for interpreting 
Chattopadhyay's motivations and the reception 
of his nationalist ideas. 

Textual Analysis: Close textual analysis will 
be conducted to dissect the rhetorical strategies, 
narrative techniques, and literary devices 
employed by Chattopadhyay to convey his 
nationalist ideology. This approach seeks to 
uncover layers of meaning embedded within his 
texts and to discern the ideological 
underpinnings that shaped his depiction of 
Indian nationalism. 

Comparative Analysis: Comparative analysis 
will also be employed to juxtapose 
Chattopadhyay's views with those of 
contemporary Indian and global thinkers on 
nationalism, thereby situating his contributions 
within broader intellectual currents and 
ideological debates of the time. 

Interdisciplinary Approach: Given the 
interdisciplinary nature of Chattopadhyay's 
impact, this study will draw insights from 
literary criticism, historical analysis, and 
postcolonial theory to offer a comprehensive 

and nuanced interpretation of his nationalist 
discourse. 

By integrating these methodological 
approaches, this study aims to provide a 
rigorous analysis of Bankim Chandra 
Chattopadhyay's views on nationalism, 
contributing to a deeper understanding of his 
enduring legacy in shaping Indian nationalist 
thought and cultural identity. 

Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay's Views on 
Nationalism 
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, a pivotal 
figure in the realm of Indian literature and 
nationalist thought during the late 19th century, 
articulated a robust and multifaceted 
perspective on nationalism through his literary 
works and ideological writings. His views on 
nationalism, shaped by the tumultuous socio-
political context of British colonial rule, 
continue to resonate in Indian discourse on 
identity, resistance, and cultural revivalism. 

1. Concept of Nationalism and Bharat Mata: 
Central to Chattopadhyay's nationalist ideology 
was the concept of Bharat Mata (Mother India), 
symbolizing the nation as a nurturing and divine 
entity deserving of reverence and protection. 
This symbolic representation found its iconic 
expression in the song VandeMataram, which 
later became a rallying cry for India's freedom 
struggle. Chattopadhyay's portrayal of Bharat 
Mata evoked a deep sense of emotional and 
spiritual connection among Indians, galvanizing 
a collective consciousness against colonial 
subjugation. 

2. Cultural Revivalism and Indigenous 
Identity: Chattopadhyay advocated for a 
cultural revivalism rooted in India's ancient 
traditions and spiritual heritage. He promoted 
the use of Sanskrit and Bengali in literature as a 
means to rejuvenate indigenous languages and 
reclaim cultural autonomy from Western 
influences. His writings, particularly in 
Anandamath, depicted a society revitalized by 
its own cultural resources and spiritual 
resilience, presenting an alternative vision to the 
colonial narrative of cultural inferiority. 

3. Ethical Dimensions of Nationalism: In 
Anandamath, Chattopadhyay explored the 



 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CURRENT ENGINEERING AND SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH (IJCESR) 

 
ISSN (PRINT): 2393-8374, (ONLINE): 2394-0697, VOLUME11, ISSUE-3, 2024 

4 

ethical complexities of nationalist struggle 
through the narrative of the sannyasis (monks) 
who engage in armed resistance against British 
rule. He portrayed the sannyasis not only as 
warriors fighting for political freedom but also 
as moral exemplars embodying sacrifice, 
discipline, and devotion to a higher cause. This 
depiction underscored Chattopadhyay's belief in 
the ethical imperative of resisting oppression 
and defending the integrity of the nation. 

4. Critique of Colonialism and Western 
Influence: Chattopadhyay's nationalist 
discourse included a sharp critique of British 
colonialism and its detrimental impact on Indian 
society, economy, and cultural identity. He 
condemned colonial exploitation and advocated 
for self-reliance and self-governance as 
essential components of national regeneration. 
Moreover, his writings reflected skepticism 
towards Western education and values, 
emphasizing the need to preserve and promote 
India's indigenous knowledge systems and 
moral frameworks. 

5. Legacy and Contemporary Relevance: 
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay's views on 
nationalism left an indelible mark on India's 
struggle for independence and subsequent 
nation-building efforts. His conceptualization of 
Bharat Mata and cultural revivalism continues 
to influence cultural and political discourse in 
India, resonating with debates on national 
identity, pluralism, and the preservation of 
cultural heritage. Chattopadhyay's literary 
contributions not only inspired generations of 
nationalists but also provided a nuanced 
understanding of the complexities inherent in 
defining and defending the nation in a colonial 
context. 

Impact and Legacy 
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay's views on 
nationalism have had a profound and enduring 
impact on Indian society, literature, and 
political thought. His articulation of nationalist 
ideals, embodied in literary works such as 
Anandamath and the song VandeMataram, 
galvanized a sense of collective identity and 
resistance against British colonial rule. 
Chattopadhyay's legacy can be understood 
through several key dimensions: 

1. Galvanizing Nationalist Sentiment: 
Chattopadhyay's portrayal of Bharat Mata as a 
symbol of India's spiritual and cultural unity 
resonated deeply with Indians across regional 
and linguistic boundaries. The invocation of 
VandeMataram as a nationalist hymn became 
synonymous with the struggle for 
independence, inspiring generations to envision 
a free and unified India. 

2. Cultural Revivalism and Identity Assertion: 
Through his advocacy for Sanskrit and Bengali 
in literature, Chattopadhyay contributed to a 
broader cultural revivalism that sought to 
reclaim India's indigenous heritage from 
colonial erasure. His writings reinforced a sense 
of pride in Indian cultural traditions and 
language, fostering a renewed appreciation for 
the diversity and richness of India's cultural 
tapestry. 

3. Ethical Imperatives of Nationalism: In 
Anandamath, Chattopadhyay explored the 
ethical dimensions of nationalist struggle, 
portraying the sannyasis as moral exemplars 
who sacrificed personal comfort for the greater 
good of the nation. This ethical framework 
resonated with India's freedom fighters, 
emphasizing the values of courage, selflessness, 
and devotion to a just cause in the pursuit of 
political liberation. 

4. Intellectual Legacy and Ideological 
Influence: Chattopadhyay's nationalist ideology 
influenced subsequent generations of Indian 
thinkers and leaders, shaping debates on 
nationalism, cultural identity, and 
decolonization. His critiques of colonialism and 
advocacy for self-reliance continue to inform 
discussions on postcolonial theory and the 
legacy of imperialism in contemporary India. 

5. Literary and Artistic Inspiration: Beyond his 
contributions to nationalist discourse, 
Chattopadhyay's literary craftsmanship inspired 
a renaissance in Indian literature, influencing 
writers and artists who sought to depict India's 
social and political realities through fiction and 
poetry. His fusion of lyrical prose with 
ideological fervor set a precedent for literary 
activism and engagement with pressing socio-
cultural issues. 
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6. Contemporary Relevance and Adaptation: 
In modern India, Chattopadhyay's ideas on 
nationalism remain relevant in debates over 
cultural pluralism, secularism, and the role of 
literature in shaping national consciousness. 
Adaptations of his works continue to resonate 
with audiences, reaffirming their timeless 
appeal and enduring relevance in navigating 
India's complex socio-political landscape. 

Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay's views on 
nationalism represent a seminal contribution to 
India's intellectual and cultural history. His 
legacy as a literary nationalist and visionary 
continues to inspire reflection on the 
complexities of nationhood, identity, and the 
enduring quest for freedom and social justice. 

Conclusion 
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay emerges not 
only as a literary giant but also as a visionary 
nationalist whose ideas continue to resonate 
profoundly in India's cultural and political 
landscape. Through his seminal works such as 
Anandamath and the hymn VandeMataram, 
Chattopadhyay articulated a robust and 
multifaceted vision of nationalism that 
transcended mere political struggle. His 
conceptualization of Bharat Mata symbolized a 
spiritual and cultural unity among diverse 
communities, galvanizing a collective 
consciousness against colonial oppression. 
Chattopadhyay's advocacy for cultural 
revivalism, rooted in India's ancient traditions 
and languages, underscored a broader 
movement towards reclaiming indigenous 
identity from colonial subjugation. His critique 
of Western influences and emphasis on self-
reliance resonated with contemporaneous 
debates on India's cultural autonomy and 
intellectual sovereignty. 

Moreover, Chattopadhyay's exploration of the 
ethical dimensions of nationalism in 
Anandamath, particularly through the portrayal 
of the sannyasis as ethical warriors, provided a 
moral framework for resistance against injustice 
and oppression. This ethical imperative 
continues to inspire movements for social 
justice and human rights in contemporary India. 
In assessing Chattopadhyay's legacy, it becomes 
evident that his nationalist ideals have 
transcended historical contexts to influence 

successive generations of thinkers, writers, and 
activists. His literary craftsmanship, infused 
with ideological fervor, set a precedent for 
using literature as a medium for social and 
political change, reinforcing the power of 
storytelling in shaping national consciousness. 

As India navigates its path in the 21st century, 
Chattopadhyay's views on nationalism offer 
insights into the enduring quest for identity, 
justice, and cultural resilience. His legacy 
serves as a reminder of the complexities 
inherent in defining and defending the nation, 
urging continual reflection on the plurality and 
unity that define the fabric of Indian society. 
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